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A call for civil and respectful discourse 
 
We, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet and our partners assembled for our 
Congregational Chapter, make public our concern about the disturbing state of politics 
in the United States. We are appalled and saddened at the growing polarization, which 
is intensified by incivility, bigotry, racism, intolerance, and deception.  
 
Our Catholic faith calls us to live in right relationship with all peoples and with creation. 
We join our voices with all others who desire a world where every person is treated 
with respect and dignity. This is a responsibility from which no one is exempt. We 
intend to use our resources and energy to work toward a society built on unity and 
reconciliation. 
 
Words matter. We challenge President Trump, members of Congress, all elected 
officials, and all persons to cease using rhetoric and language that belittles and 
disrespects the sacredness of any person and group. We call for civil and respectful 
discourse to address the differences among us and reach just solutions. 
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