May 1, 2020
Timothy Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York
452 Madison Ave
New York, New York, 10022
Dear Cardinal Dolan,
We write to you as the Congregational Leadership Team of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet. Aware that
you shoulder great responsibility as the metropolitan of one of the largest archdioceses in the United States, we
assure you that we remember you in each Eucharistic prayer when we ask God's guidance for our Church
leaders.
As your sisters in Christ, we also feel impelled to say that we are concerned about your unqualified praise of
President Trump as demonstrated during your appearance on Fox News on April 26. We have read various
reports and listened to your Fox interview, and we find ourselves very discomfited by your praise of his
leadership.
This is not a political disagreement. We know that good and faithful people have very different political opinions,
and that people in opposing camps can explain their positions on the basis of Gospel principles. But the current
president of the United States is notorious for his consistent lying to the public and for poor judgment. His
stances on immigration and migrants are directly opposed to what the USCCB espouses in documents like
Welcoming the Stranger and recent pronouncements by Archbishop Gomez and Perez, and Bishops Tyson, Cantú,
and Doronsville, among others. Instead of welcoming or even simply tolerating the "other," our bishops
themselves have said that the president sows "polarization and animosity." Instead of offering moral leadership,
he is a philanderer whose business activities like Trump University have taken advantage of the poor and
vulnerable. The current president exemplifies much of what John the Baptist condemned in the ruler of his day—
a prophetic task for which he lost his head but not his integrity.
The Congregational Center of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet is in your hometown, St. Louis. You may
therefore be aware that we have served the People of God in the United States for 186 years. We are sure you
know how we and other apostolic women religious built the educational, health, and social welfare institutions of
the Catholic Church in the United States. We are faithful women of the Church. Because of that, we believe we
must ask you to reexamine your public pronouncements in favor of a president whose verbal support of one or
two religious causes is designed to create the impression that he supports Catholic values.
As your sisters, we ask you to reconsider your well-publicized praise and support of this president. It gives the
impression that the Church itself stands with him. The scandals of the past few decades call us to a much higher
standard. May God bless you with the wisdom and courage necessary to serve in these times.
Sincerely,

Sally Harper, CSJ

Patty Johnson, CSJ

Sean Peters, CSJ

Mary McGlone, CSJ

Therese Sherlock, CSJ

